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FOREWORD

On a former occasion, in a public address upon the subiect of
“The Essential Flements in the Economic and Social Develop-
ment of Texas”, I found it appropriate to state the following:

“The greatest resource of Texas is, of course, its
human population. There is one element, hardly suscep-
tible of definition,—(a mixture of the tangible and the
intangible, a compound of many races, a reflection of
the past and present and an aspiration for the future)
that is embraced in the term ‘Texian.' It represents a
courageous, independent, self-reliant attitude toward
life; a strong traditional attachment to the principles of
local self-government; a ferveni loyalty to the sover-
eignty of the state and an accustomed respect for the
state's ownership of the public domain; an intense pride
and confidence in the state and its history; a fealty to
the native land that has a special quality and flavor and
a strong sense of unity that has prevented the division
of Texas into separate states; the spirit of the pioneer
that is all-pervading and that leaves a gentle impress
upon even its most recent arrival, This element must be
preserved and perpetuated, not only for Texas, but as
Texas' most important and distinctive contribution to
the National welfare.”

Based upon an acquaintance of many years, ranging from
early childhood to the present period, (which finds Judge C. V.
Terrell enjoying the quiet, dignified, wise, tolerant, and genial
repose of his 85 years, most of which have been devoted to public
service as the County Attorney of Wise County, County Judge of
Wise County, a member of the Senate of the State of Texas, as
Treasurer of the State of Texas, and as member and Chairman
of the Railroad Commission of Texas), I am convinced that Judge
Terrell’s life and work entitle him to all of the praise implicit
in the term ‘“Texian’’ as above defined. He has always exhibited
a “courageous, independent, self-reliant attitude toward life; a
strong traditional attachment to the principles of lecal self-gov-
ernment; a fervent loyalty to the sovereignty of the state and
an accustomed respect for the state’s ownership of the public
domain; an intense pride and confidence in the state and its his-
tory; a fealty to the native land that has a apecial quality and
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flavor and a strong sense of unity that has prevented the division
of Texas into separate states; the apirit of the pioneer that is
sll-pervading and that leaves a gentle impress upon even its
most recent arrival.

His presence on the scene, the wide range and continuity of
his participation in the events, his keen and appraising percep-
tion and his serene detachment and perspective will undoubtedly
assure that his observations concerning “85 years of Texas” will
be of enduring interest and historical value.

—George A. Hill, Jr.

PREFACL

If one were to ask me why I am writing this book, The Terrells
“85 Years in Texas from Indians to the Atomic Bomb”, I do net
believe 1 could give a good and sufficient reason because there
are o many little things causing me to make the venture and no
one thing—nor detailed collection of reasons—could be given
that would warrant or justify the effort.

There are so few of us in early manhood who pay much atten-
tion to the past and try to preserve events that transpire so that
valuable and important things are lost to the world, especially
during this rustling and selfish day and time, | regret that I do
not know more about my forbears, more of who they were and
what they did, so I could write something interesting and helpful
to my “kith and kin” who may come after me. However, to note
a few of the most important incidents of my life and the things
that occurred during my time might be worth while.

The above fucts coupled with the additional fact that 1 am
anxious to do something to occupy my time in my declining vears
has something to do with my making this venture.

Robert Quillen. our noted columnist, said “Men whose pleasure
and source of pride is in accomplishment, who delight in over-
coming obstacles and building and achieving ; these can never be
content to quit, for their only joy is in doing, and there never is
an end to things to be done--age, wealth, or honors or past
achievements has nothing to do with it. Whether a man discovers
a continent, or paints a masterpiece or builds a bridge, his satis-
faction in accomplishment is brief. Before the cheers stop echo-
ing he is impatient to be at something new and bigger. Life means
a growth, and a man who enjoys growing will not stop until he
doew.”

Then again my lamented friend, Dr. Geo. C. Rankin, used to
say in writing his forceful and brilliant articles for the press in
his fight for Prohibition: “just to keep the record straight.”

I imagine 1 can see u few instances where the record has not
been kept as straight as it should have been, We all on all occa-
sions want a square and a fair deal. We all love the truth, and
abhor falsehood and deception, and 1 always admire one who
faithfully discharges his duty both in public and private life, and
I have always held that one who at all times follows the law,
both of state and nation, is vight. and when he disobeys the law,
he is alwavs wrong.
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In giving incidents and things that have occurred during my
time, most of it will be from memory as | have kept no record
that I can use. Qur memories at best are not accurate and may
not give as correct an account as ! should. But 1 do want to say
that I have no desire to distort any fact but.want to be as exact
and correct as I can. Being a lawyer, 1 have often heard two good
and intelligent witnesses testify to the same fact and their testi-
mony would be as far apart as the south pole is frem the north.
They were both honest and truthful and testified as they saw and
heard it. It shall be my aim in making a statement of facts to try
to fortify it with such proof as may be at my command, especially
if it is in any way controverted or questioned. I am sure my life
has not been of sufficient importance to be recorded in history,
as much as we all would like to live in the minds and hearts of
those who may come after us. There is something in every human
being that urges him to do something that will live after he is
gone. There are many stirring incidents and achievements that
have taken place in this state and nation that should be as
accurately preserved as possible for the use and benefit of man-
kind. During my time embracing more than four score years
more good has been done, more worthy achievements have been
accomplished for the betterment of mankind than hams been in
any like period, and more has been accomplished than in all
history before. The privilege of being permitted to live during
this eventful age is a privilege of which I am both proud and
grateful and certainly thankful, and I do hope recording some of
those great events will be of some interest and help to those
who may chance to read this book. Being so deeply indebted to
my former private secretary, Miss Gene Roehringer of Marshalt,
Texas, but now Mrs. E. H. Lassiter of Henderson, Texas, for
giving me every assistance possible in compiling this book, I can
never be able to repay her. She has kindly typed most all of the
manuscript, made suggestions and important corrections that
were necessary, and above all she was so charitable to me that
she wrote me “that I had greatly improved my spelling”. She
was my secretary for nine years while I was Railroad Commis-
sioner and its Chairman a part of the time. She not only made
me one of the best private secretaries 1 ever had but was so
thorough and kind in looking after my office and doing my work.,
She was unusual in entertaining and contacting those who came
to see me and the Commission on business. All visitors left the
office delighted with the cordial reception given them by her. She
married Hon. E. H. Lassiter of Henderson, then and now a mem-
ber of the Texas Legislature from that county, As Miss Gene
Boehringer’'s father was not living, she asked me to attend her
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wedding in San Antonio at the Episcopal Church and give her
away which 1 did and it was a very beautiful wedding. Since 1
came to Austin in 1921, | have as State Treasurer and Railroad
Commissioner been unusually blessed with most capable and
efficient private secretaries. As Treasurer 1 had Miss Mabe)
Wilks of Hillsboro, Texas, now Mrs. Will Stakords of Corsicana,
and then Miss Mary Jane Logan now the wife of Major Dawson
Duncan who is with the American forces in Rome, Italy. Then as
Commissioner Miss Corine Simpson now Mrs, E. J. Compton, of
Texon, Texas, and then Miss Sue Simpson, a sister of Miss
Corine’s. Miss Bessie Milam married Bob Connelly of Anstin,
Last Mrs. Flmer O'Neal of Greenville, Texas, who is now the
private secretary of Buford Jester, Chairman of the Texas Rail-
road Commission. Fvery one of them were at all times so capable
and so kind to me that 1 owe them a great deal and shall never
cease to love them. I is my belief that an employer should always
try to follow the "Golden Rule” and try to treat his employee
like he would like to be treated were their positions reversed and
he the employee. Of course, sometimes when one is worried, out
of humeor, bad temper will flair up, but when it did, and 1 said or
did things that were harsh and unkind, 1 always tried to smooth
it over as quickly as possible by sincerely apologizing and trying
to correct and soften the mistake 1 made. I read somewhere in the
Book of Books the following: “Let him whe would be great
among you first become servant of all™. It is just as true today
as it was when uttered by our Savior.

My earliest vears were spent in Wise County on the Texas
frontier during the savage and brutal raids of the Kiowa and
Comanche Indians and much of this book will be confined to those
stirring and thrilling events.

Surely no one could justly condemn or blame me for having
a just pride in correctly recording as history some of the many
thrilling and daring Indian fights: and the fact that there were
more men, women, and children, killed and captured and horses
stolen in Wise County by the savages than any other county in
our great state certainly warrants one in making a record and
in preserving those important and daring events,

Then again a county like Wise County and other counties in
that section of the state that have produced so many characters
of note, men and women of great ability, in the various walks of
life, to mention a few of their names and emphasize their deeds
certainly is wholesome and beneficial because it naturally en-
courages those who come after to rise to greater heights and
accomplish more good in this world,

To mention the names of a few of our educators, men of letters
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and our brilliant literary characters from Wise County can do
no harm but should be beneficial: characters like Clarence R.
Wharton, Dr. Joseph Fort Newton, Dr. Lawrence Word, Dr, H.
G. Bennett, Cliff D. Cates, Amos G. Carter, Belle Hunt Shortridge
and Dr. Cora Martin. *

Then in our financial! world such men as Dan Waggoner, his
son, W. T. Waggoner, Wm, H. Hunt, Burk Burnett, the Halsell's,
Glen, Billy, Ed. and Oscar; Harley Portwood, Bill Perrin, Joe
Perkins and Lee Morris.

Then in our official and judicial spheres to call attention to such
men as Tully A. Fuller, Dr. Walter Splawn, Judge J. T. Johnson,
Judge J. W. Patterson, and Judge O. S, Lattimore, Judge W, H.
Bullock, Tom McMurray, Sr., R, E. Carswell, Walter Bovd, John '
J. Terrell, Guinn Williams, Judge Ed Berry, and a host of others
should be inspiring to the youth of this country.

Having always taken a more or less active part in state and
national politics for the past sixty-five vears, 1 may be able to
give a few interesting events that should be preserved, The fact : ;‘”

(AU N RER

that I personally knew every Governor and United States Senator
of Texas since 1874 should enable me to record a few incidents
worthy to be mentioned. There is no state admitted to the Union
since 1846, one hundred years ago, that can claim as great char-
acters as Houston, Reagan, Coke, Hogg, Bailey, Culberson, Gen- .
eral Dwight Eisenhower and Admiral Nimitz, and few states
in this Union, if any, that can boast of such a galaxy of immortals.
1 wish to thank the following friends because 1 am deeply
indebted to them for assisting me in compiling this book, viz: '
Geo. A. Hill, Jr. of Houston, Paul Leeper of Denison, Cliff D.
Cates and Lafayette Ball of Decatur and Mrs. Estelle Hudson,
Worth Ray, C. C. Gillispie and the lamented C. L. Greenwood,
all of Austin

Rh
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of the Trinity River near where Dallas is now located, a distance
of about sixty miles. But when one considers the fact that they
had to care for their wounded and live on wild game berries and
pecans and at the same time shun other warring Indians, they
evidently made the distance in good time.

Unquestionably, those daring soldiers were the first white men
to ever penetrate the headwaters of the Trinity River, and that
section of Texas. From the report of the battle it reveals that
they regarded themselves as the first pioneer explorers of that
part of the state,

Having always taken a keen interest in the early history of
Wise County, its Indian raids and battles with the settlers, and
Rangers, I know none of my people and but few of the earlier
settlers ever heard of this disastrous battle. Several historians
mention the battle as having taken place where Wise County is
now located. John Henry Brown, Cliff D. Cates, Lew Kemp, Sam
Dixon, B. Sowell and several others state that the “Battle of the
Knobs” was fought in Wise County, and no historian locates it
anywhere else. Lieutenant Van Benthuysen, commanding the sol-
diers in the fight, in his two reports, one to General Mirabeau
Bonopart Lamar and the other to the Arkansas Gazette, only
states it was on the headwaters of the Trinity River and about
the thirty-third and one-half degree north latitude. But from
every detail he so graphically gives a careful study of same, no
other conclusion can be had than that this battle took place two
miles northwest of Decatur and the Indians were camped at the
old Isbell Springs about a mile southwest of the battle ground,
where the early settlers of the county used to hold many of their
religious camp meetings. Every little detail and many known
facts surrounding this section so completely fit in that no one
familiar with those details and the physical and historical facts
can question or doubt its accurate location.

I here give Lieutenant Van Benthuysen's report to General
Mirabeau Bonaport Lamar and much of his report to the Arkan-
sas Gazette that was published at the time of the battle, and |
hope those who may be interested will carefully read these
reports, then visit the scene on the ground, and I am sure all will
come to the same conclusion that Cliff Cates, Lafayette Ball and
I have reached, that the “Battle of the Knobs” was fought about
two miles northwest of Decatur. We feel we have definitely

Tocated the historic battle ground that heretofore for one hundred
and eight years has been absolutely unknown and unmarked. It
is my purpose to call it to the attention of the Historical Associa-
tion of Texas, and try to have erected a monument either on the
battle ground or at Decatur, to the memory of those heroic pio-
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neers and daring patriots, and 1 hope all will read his reports
and visit the scene on the ground,

LIEUT. VAN BENTHUYSEN'S REPORT TO GEN. LAMAR

Lieut. A. B. Benthuyvsen's report of the “Battle of the Knobs”
to Gen. Mirabeau Bonaport Lamar. Papers of M. L. Lamar, volume
1, pages 592-55. Oct. 13, 1837.

I left Fort Smith in company with Captain Eastland, situated
on the waters of little River, Oct. 1. | parted company with Cap-
tain Fastland on the waters of the Colorado. I pursued the trail
of stolen horses in company with Lieut. A. H. Miles and 16 pri-
vates, making in all including myself, 18 persons, On the third
I met a party of Cherokee Indians with powder and lead for
the purpose of exchanging it for horses and mules. This party of
Chcrukgcs were piloted by a party of seven Keachie Indians
When first discovered one of the Keachies was a half mile ir;
advance of his party.

Our men surrounded him and tried to make him surrender, but
h? would not be friendly with us but was in the act of shooting
!.leute}:ant Miles with his rifle when he was killed by our party
By th{s time the Cherckees came up and informed us that tht;
Keachies were their pilots, 1 immediately called off my men from
the pursuit, but told the Cherokees that they could not permit
the hostile Indians with powder and lead to murder the inhabi-
tants on the frontier and if they attempted to go on I would take
their googis away {rom them. They told me they would return
h?me which they did. On Nov. 4, we crossed the forks of the
River Brazos. We still could discover shod tracks, going in the
northeast direction.

On the tenth on the head waters of the Trinity 1 fell in with a
large body of Indians in a moving position toward the southwest
1 first supposed them to be Keachies, but was afterwards informeé
that they were Toweash, Wharcos and a few Keachies and Cad-
do'es. I ot the information from the Shawnees and Delawares.
I judged the Indians to be about 150 strong. And 30 or 60 were
armed with rifles and the balance had bows and arrows.

I stationed my men in g point of timber to defend ourselves
About 3 o'clock the Indians made a charge upon us and com:
pletely sgrrpunded our positions, when they commenced firing
from their rifles upon us, They had fired eight or ten shots before
we returned their fire. There was a continual firing kept up on

both sides unti} about half past four at not more than pistol shet
apart, when we had the good fortune 10 kill their principal chief
when they retreated a short distance and ceased firing. '

[ flattered myself that the action was done. Up to * at time
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we had four men and six horses killed. In about 15 minutes the
savages again advanced and fired the woods on three sides of us.
The fourth side was prairie where their horsemen with bows and
arrows were stationed. Our only alternative was to charge
through those Indians who were armed with rifles in preference
to those who were armed with bows and arrows as we could
not move our horses through the fire. We left them.

About 14 of us charged about 50 Indians and drove them
before us. Six more of my party fell dead. In making the charge,
eight came through alive, but three out of the eight were
wounded. The names of the killed were: The first lieutenant
of Captain Boyer's Company, A. H. Miles, Joseph Cooper, Alex-
ander Bastwick, Dr. William Sanders, Lewis F. Sheuster, William
Nicholson, Jessie Blair, Wesley Nicholson, J. Josslin and James
Christian. The wounded: John Zezel, Robert Fletcher, and J.
Bliss. Those who escaped unhurt were Lieut. A. B. Van B.nthuy-
sen, first lieutenant of Boyers’ Company, James Rice, Felix Mc-
Cluskey, Buchman, Hobson.

Too much praise can not be bestowed upon those brave men
who fell, all them receiving their death shots and died a few min-
utes after being shot. Their cry was “fight on, fight on; you can
whip the Indians.” Mr. Bostwick, after being shot through the
body, loaded and fired his rifle three times and had the fourth
load in his gun when he expired in the act of drawing his ramrod
from his rifle. Young Cooper insisted that we should help him up
and let him fight after receiving a death shot.

After breaking through the Indians we commenced our retreat
on foot. We had just crossed the skirt of timber when we again
came in sight of the Indians. They did not attempt to pursue us,
but stood and looked at us. They had enough of the fight for we
had killed about fifty of their warriors.

On Nov. 20, 10 days after the fight, we arrived at the Eye and
Caddock Village or camp. We first discovered an Indian on the
prairie. We followed him to his village, and when we arrived
there we found the warriors drawn to receive us in a hostile man-
ner. They were all armed with rifles and the squaws had bows
and arrows. I expected nothing else but that we should have to
fight them, but after a good deal of parlying they said our little
party might stay there that night. We then dressed the wounds
of the men and camped in the midst of the hostile camp.

On the 21at we crossed the River Trinity at three forks. That
evening we arrived at the Kiakoppoa Village. They were very
friendly and treated us with the utmost hospitality. They gave
us something to eat, and the next morning two of their young
men went with us to a trail which they told us led to the River
Neches or Sabine,
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On ‘the 27th we arrived at the Sabine, making in all 17 days and
une night we had retreated through an enemy country on foot
without blankets or horses. I left the wounded men at the Sabine
on the 28th, and stuarted for Houston where | arrived on the 8th
day of December, after an absence of six months,

(Signed) A. B. Van Benthuysen, First Lieutenant in Captain
Boyer's Company of Mounted Gunmens:

Arkansas Gazette Iteport of the Battle of the Knobas.

In our number we published a few brief remarks concerning
the recent skirmish with the Indians. We have since met Lieuten-
ant Van Benthuysen, whe has favored us with a more circum-
x!anti.al account. We have often listened with admiration and
a_stumshment 1o the legende; of savage warfare, but with the
single exception of {he celebrated combat of Colonel Bowie with
the Towaccones near San Saha we can call to mind no engagement
characterized by so remarkable a display of heroism as the one
to which the following communication refers, (The first of the
report is almest like the one the Lieutenant made General Lamar
with the following additional).

“1 then kept a northeast course crossing the Drazos at the
forks of same and pissed through a fine mesquite prairie and
very little timber, rather stattered but enough for the consump-
tion of settlers should the country be settled.

On the 10th of November on the headwaters of the Trinity in
the thirty-three and one-half degrees north latitude ] fell in
with a large body of Indians moving toward the southeast, They
had a large tonvoy of horses with them and were accompanieb
by many women and children, We saw them about one half hour
before they made the atlack, from the top of a high mound. I
stood at the top of the mound until I saw about one hundred ﬁf:ty
mount their horses coming toward ys. | then ran down and sta.
tioned my men in a point of timber. The Indians immediately
charged upon us and utlering the most savage yells-They were
led by a Chief who was most splendidly mounted. Our men shot
the forward Chief down. The country on the waters of the Trinity
i handsomely situated, well watered and plenty of timber of large
growth; the prairies abound in game of every; kind. The game is
chiefly bear, deer, antelope and buffalo, | have seen the prairies
blacked with immense herds of buffalo as far as the eye could
extend. I think that this country is the Garden of America and
witl in time be the maost valiable part of Texas.”

A.. B. Van Benthuysen,
First Liewtenant of Mounted Gunmen,
December 23, 1837,

17



The Terrells I 85 Years Texas, from Indians to Atomic Bomb



